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FAREWELL TO NWP 
ELECTRIC SERVICE 


The last interur- 
ban schedules of the 
z) Northwestern  Paci- 
fic were run Febru- 
ary 28, 1941, with 
the last southbound train leav- 
ing San Rafael at 10 p. m. and 
last northbound trains leaving at 
11:58 p. m. One the deadhead 
run ‘back to Sausalito the two 
trains were consolidated into a 
14-car special which from _ re- 
ports is the longest steel train 
ever operated by the NWP. 

The last ferry trip was turned 
into a party by the Marin com- 
muters, but the party was met 
by a police squad at Sausalito 
which relieved the celebrants of 
the souvenirs—lifebelts, dishes, 
etc. The ferry Eureka, which 
made the last run, will be used 
in SP train connections to Oak- 
land. 









LAST 4-4-0 IN WASH. 
SOLD FOR SCRAP 

Pacific Coast Railroad No. 18, 
last American (4-4-0) type en- 
gine in the state of Washington 
was sold for scrap early last 
month. 

The last shay of the Pheonix 
Logging company on the Olympic 
peninsula has been brought to 
Seattle for sale. 

Street car service in Seattle has 
been reduced to two lines, Eighth 
Northwest and Phinney; both of 
which will soon be discontinued, 


Cal-Western 
Renumbers 
Ex-Sierra 22 


The California Western Rail- 
way has renumbered the 2-8-0 
recently purchased from the Si- 
erra Railway, No. 43 for opera- 
tions on its lines. The engine 
had been running as 22 with 
SRY in the number indicators, 


but confusion with Cal-Western’s 
own 22 brought the change. The 
number plate was obtained off 
an old 0-6-0 which the Cal-West- 
ern had in service up until a few 
years ago, making the 2-8-0 the 
second engine on the road to 
carry that number. 





Santa Fe Orders More Diesels 

The Santa Fe Ry. 
has announced that 
orders have been 
placed with the El- 
ectro-Motive  Cor- 
poration for two 
additional 5400 horsepower die- 
sel-electric freight locomotives 
and one additional 2000 horse- 
power diesel-electric passenger 
locomotive. 








EXCURSIONS: 

President J. J. Pelley of 
the Association of American 
Railroads has suggested to 
the member roads that they 





withhold permission for all 
inspection of facilities for the 


Abandonment 


IER Seventh St. 
Set For 22nd 


2 On request of 
43. ~~ the Key Sys- 

= tem the IER re- 
set the date for 
abandonment of 
its operations on Seventh st, Oak- 
land for March 22, as the Key 
System was not able to obtain 
buses for supplementary service 
to the proposed train operations 
on East Fourteenth st. 

The Key System asked the 
bridge authority for permission 
to use about 30 of the IER cars 
for rush hour service, but later 
withdrew the request. Governor 
Olson, speaking for the state au- 
thority, has announced that they 
will fight all abandonment pro- 
ceedings and will sue if com- 
plete abandonment takes place. 
Several obstacles have obstructed 
state operation of the IER among 
them being provision that the 
state would have to pay $50,000 
and 75 per cent of the operating 
profits if they took over the IER 
properties. 








duration of the national de- 
fense emergency. 

One fan trip out of Wash- 
ington, D. C. has already 
been cancelled and full com- 
pliance will bar all fan trips 








throughout the country, 
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THE SWITCH LIST 


Listings in the Switch List are 


free to members of the Northern] [ 


California Railroad Club and sub- 
scribers of the Western Railroader 
Please state your listings clearly 





HAROLD HILL, 4719 Thirty- 
second ave. South, Seattle, Wash. 
wants photos of Rogue River 
Valley Ry., South Oregon Tract., 
SP cars in Albany and Salem, 
Salt Lake & Utah, and Boise 
Valley Tract. 

GRAHAME HARDY, 4657 Park 


blvd., Oakland, Calif., has all 
kinds of railroad material to 
trade; interested in purchasing 


old passes, timetables, car cata- 
logs, books, pictures, advertising, 
etc. 

FRANCIS GUIDO, 502 N. Clare- 
mont st., San Mateo, Calif., wants 
information on builders of street 
railway equipment on Pac. coast. 


Esp. Holman, J. Hammond, A. 
Meister, Pac. Car & Equip. 
LOUIS MILLER, 1205 Drake 


ave., Burlingame, Calif., writ- 
ing history of San Francisco & 
San Jose railroad; wants infor- 
mation and photos on same and 
early operations of SP line be- 
tween SF & SJ. 





SIERRA R. R. EXCURSION 
PROMISED BY C-NRHS 
President Grahame Hardy of 
the C-NRHS has announced that 
they will operate an excursion 
over the Sierra railroad via SP 
to Tuolumne on May 4. The leav- 
ing time from SF will be approx- 
imately 7:00 a. m. though no re- 
turning schedule has yet been 
announced. The trip will be rout- 
ed via Niles canyon to Tuolumne 
but will return via Martinez. De- 
luxe equipment has been prom- 
ised for the trip, and dining car 
service (meal 75c) has been prom- 
ised for return trip. Trip will be 
run “western fashion”, and -ex- 
cursionists are asked to dress ac- 
cordingly. Fare will be $4.35 
from SF and $4.25 from Oak- 
land. Tickets will be available at 
all Southern Pacific ticket offi- 
ces. For additional information 
address Grahame Hardy, 4557 


Park blvd., Oakland, Calif, 








THE UNITED STATES COLLECTIVELY 
OWN AND OPERATE ENOUGH MIN@- 
(ATURE TRACKAGE TO REACH FROM 
NEW YORK TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS. 
THEIR TOTAL INVESTMENT IN 
MODEL TRAINS AND TRACKS 
1S AGOUT TEN MILLION 
DOLLARS. ye 


ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN RAILROADS No. @ 
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WE HOOKED - HEAD 
SPIKE WHICH IS USED TODAY 
BY RAILROADS THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD TO FASTEN STEEL 
RAILS TO CROSS TIES, WAS 
DESIGNED BY AN AMERICAN 
tw 1831. 









LETTERS (ON WHICH THE 
POSTAGE IS THREE CENTS 
OR MORE) ANYWHERE IN 









os 




















NORTHERN CAL 
MEETING 


Next meeting of the North- 
ern California Railroad club 
will be held March 22 in a 


coach at the SP station, Third 
and Townsend, San Fran- 
cisco, 8 p. m. Due to limited 
capacity only members and 
their 
prospective members will be 
admitted. 


personal guests—and 
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History of the San Francisco 
& North Pacific Railroad 


BY WALT SIEVERS 


On Nov. 2, 1865, a railroad com- 
pany was organized in Petaluma 
for the purpose of building a 
railroad from Petaluma to Clov- 
erdcale, called the San Francisco 
& Tlumboldt Bay RR. There were 
Var.ous moves and countermoves 
about rsitroads. The question of 
‘ocetion, and the granting of a 
subsidy of $5,000 per mile came 
to vote on Sept. 10, 1868. The 
subsidy was voted and the route 
from Petaluma to Cloverdale se- 
lected. Work was prosecuted for 
a time during 1869 and about 10 
miles of roadbed graded and then 
stopped. The outfit ran out of 
money. 

Colonel Peter Donahue had or- 
ganized on Nov. 17, 1869, the 
San Francisco and North Pacific 
RR, after he had disposed of the 
San Francisco and San Jose RR 
to the Southern Pacific. On Aug- 
ust 10, 1870, he bought the road 
and franchise of the above named 
railroad for about $30,000 and 
immediately set to work to build 
the SF&NP. He had taken one 
engine along from the SF&SJ, 
No. 2, named San Jose, and it 
became No. 1 on the new rail- 
road. On October 29, 1870, the 
first cars ran from Petaluma to 
Santa Rosa, and on March 16, 
1872, it was completed and in 
running order to Cloverdale, 
which for a number of years to 
come was to be the terminus. 
While building his line, Donohue 
had quarreled with the city dads 
of Petaluma about depot rights 
and for that reason did not make 
this place the southern terminus 
of the road but went 8 miles be- 
yond to Lakeville or what be- 
came known as Donahue Land- 
ing. Here shops and roundhouse 
were erected. The connection 
from here to San Francisco was 
made by steamer. The boat trip 
was 34: ‘les and the train ride 
to Cloverdale 56 miles, about 90 
miles all told and the one way 
fare from San Francisco to 
Cloverdale was $5. 

During 1873, some capitalists 
from Petaluma organized the So- 
noma and Marin RR, a narrow 
gauge proiect, to build from Peta- 
luma southward to San Rafael 
and connect with the North Pa- 
cific Coast RR and to spite Dona- 
hue. This line had one locomo- 





tive and some cars and _ built 
several miles of road, but got 
stuck in the salt marshes north 
of San Rafael, near where Ham- 
ilton Field now is situated. The 
road was never operated. For a 
time this railroad lay dormant, 
but .on Oct. 27, 1876, this line 
was sold and transferred to Peter 
Donehue for $85,000. This rail- 
road was finished and an ar- 
rangement was made with the 
North Pacific Coast for transfer 
of passengers at San Rafael to 
be transported via the San Quen- 
tin ferry to and from San Fran- 
cisco, in the following year. 

In order to get hold of some of 
the lumber’ trade _ originating 
along the Russian River instead 
of leaving all of it go to the 
North Pacific Coast RR, Dona- 
hue formed the Fulton and Guer- 
neville RR in 1876. The cost of 
constructing this 16 mile branch 
was heavy; some of it having 
cost over $75,000 a mile, During 
July, 1877, articles of consoli- 
dation were filed in Sacramento 
of the San Francisco & North 
Pacific, Fulton and Guerneville 
RR, and the Sonoma and Marin 
RR. The corporate name was for 
all three roads now San Fran- 
cisco & North Pacific RR. 

The transfer arrangement with 
the NPC proved unsatisfactory 
and Donahue organized the San 
Francisco & San Rafael RR to 
build a line from San Rafael to 
Tiburon, 9% miles. This involved 
the construction of several tun- 
nels, but on Oct. 6, 1883, the rail- 
road completed to deep water at 
Tiburon. During May of the fol- 
lowing year the SF&NP packed 
up all its belongings at Lake- 
ville, shops, roundhouse, etce., 
and put the stuff on barges and 
so moved literally lock, stock and 
barrel to Tiburon, which now 
became the southern terminus of 
the road. 

In 1885 Peter Donahue died 
and left his affairs in a muddled 
condition. In the settlement of 
the estate the railroad holdings 
went to his son, Col. J. M. Dona- 
hue, who, during 1889 extended 
the main line from Cloverdale to 
Ukiah under the name of Clover- 
dale and Ukiah RR. 

Peter Donahue had acquired 
during 1879 the capital stock of 








the narrow gauge Sonoma Valley 
RR Co. which had been incorpor- 
ated on July 24, 1878, as a suc- 
cessor to the ill-fated Prismoidal 
RR which had ceased operations 
May 5, 1877. The line was com-— 
pleted during 1880 from Norfolk 
to Sonoma and also continued 
to San Pablo Bay, to a place 
called Sonoma Landing from 
where ferry connections were 
made with San Francisco. In 
1881 another narrow. gauge line 
was incorporated, the Sonoma 
and Santa Rosa RR, to build a 
line from Sonoma to Glen Ellen, 
which was completed during 
August, 1882. On June 18, 1887, 
the Marin and Napa RR started 
work on standard gauge line to 
connect the SF&NP with the So- 
noma Valley RR. This line ran 
from Ignacio to Sears Point and 
‘was finished in 1888, eight miles 
long. Sears Point was made trans- 
fer point at first, but soon after 
a third rail was laid to Ignacio, 
allowing narrow gauge trains to 
come to the SF&NP main line 
and transfer direct. 

Col. J. M. Donahue died in 
1889, By court order the railroad 
interests were sold at public auc- 
tion and went to A. W. Foster, 
Sidney V. Smith and Andrew 
Markham. The road was reincor- 
porated as the San Francisco & 
North Pacific RR, this time con- 
sisting of a consolidation of the 
San Francisco and North Pacific, 
Sonoma Valley RR, Sonoma and 
Santa Rosa RR, Marin and Napa 
RR, Cloverdale and Ukiah RR, 
San Francisco and San Rafael RR. 

The new management standard 
gauged, during 1890, all narrow 
gauge track in Sonoma Valley and 
abandoned the line from Norfolk 
to Sonoma Landing. It also or- 
ganized the Santa Rosa, Sebasto- 
pol and Green Valley RR which 
built the branch line from Santa 
Rosa to Sebastopol. 

The new management was able 
to pull the road through the panic 
of 1893-94. By 1898 Foster was 
in absolute control and he form- 
ed a new company, the California 
Northwestern RR. This company 
leased in the same year the prop- 
erty and rolling stock of the San 
Francisco & North Pacific which 
from that year passed out as an 
operating company. The Califor- 
nia Northwestern operated from 
1898 to 1907 when all these prop- 
erties became part of the North- 
western Pacific RR. The Califor- 
nia ‘Northwestern had 5 engines, 
and built the line from Ukiah to 
Willits and Willits to Sherwood. 
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Above is a picture of the old San Francisco and North 

Pacific Railroad Company station in San Rafael in 1893. 

The ferry terminal of this line which extended north to 

Santa Rosa, was at Tiburon, where thousands embarked 
daily for the day in San Francisco. 


Left is the Northwestern Pacific steamer Eureka, largest 

ferry on the bay. This boat was formerly the old train 

and passenger ferry Ukiah, but in 1922 it was completely 

rebuilt and rechristened. It will soon be placed in ser- 

vice between San Francisco and Oakland Pier to meet 
Southern Pacific main line trains. 








TE 
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Above—The Steimer Amelia, 
used in ferry service in the 
seventies and eighties, is 
shown tied up at Meiggs’ 
Wharf where Fisherman’s 
Wharf is now. Note the other 
side-wheelers that are tied up 
znd the forest of masts in 
background. 


—Photos from S. F. Call-Bulletin 
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Locomotives of the San Francisco 


No. 


10 


12 


13 


14 


é? North Pacific Railroad 


Corapiled by WALT SIEVERS 


Name Type Dr. Cyls. Weight Builder 
San Jose 4-4-() 57 13x22 52.900 Norris, 1862 


B. P. 149 lbs.: t. f. 7,760; builder’s No. 1009. Originally built for San Francisco 
& San Jose R. 2. where {! was No, 2, When Donahue disposed of the SF&SJ he 
fook this ene en with hii: to the SF&NP where she became No. 1, but kept her 
name, “San Jove” hen the NWP took over she became No. 4. She was scrapped 
n 1! > peter pe veare of service. 


W. J. Ralston 4-470) 64 14x29 60,000 H. J. Booth, 1870 
Later bee » NWP No. 6; scrapped about 1912. 
C. H. Downing 4-4-() 64 14x22 64,400 H. J. Booth, 1870 


Laier NWP 7. Fitied with steel cab off narrow gauge engine cut in two and 
epliced. Since this cab was higher than the old wooden one and higher than the 
steam dome. the engine was nicknamed “Tower of Jewels”. Sold to a lotging 
outfit on 1921. 


Geyser 4-4-() 64 14x22 60,000 H. J. Booth, 1870 
Scrapped around 1900. 
Santa Rosa 4-4-0) 63 14x22 61.000 H. J. Booth, 1873 


B. P. 140; t. f. 8.300. Later NWP 5. Never changed from wood burner. Said to 
have bene scrapped in 1909, but was listed incomplete in roster of 1910. 


Cloverdale 4-4-() 63 16x24 63.700 Grant, 1878 
B. P. 140; t. f. 11,600. Later NWP 11; scrapped in 1914. 
Petaluma 4-4-() 63 16x24 63,700 Grant, 1878 


B. P. 140; t. f. 11.600. Later NWP 12, Used in motion picture “The Iron Horse” in 
1923. Scrapped about 1926. 

San Rafael 4-4-() 63 15x24 66,200 Baldwin, 1881 
B. P. 140; t. f. 10,200. Later NWP 8. Used in motion picture “The Iron Horse” in 
1923. Scrapped about 1925. 

Healdsburg 4-4-0 60 16x24 71.300 Grant, 1883 
BP 140: t. f. 12,400. Later NWP 9. Pulled first train into Ukiah and last train 
into Duncan Mills. Rebuilt with new boiler in 1917 with increased boiler pressure 
cf 145 Ibs. and t. f. of 12,800. Used for a time as stationary boiler at Sausalito 


1935-36; returned to road service on Guerneville branch; but returned to stationary 
service at Sausalito in October, 1936, where her boiler is still in service. 
Marin 4-4-0 60 16x24 71,300 Grant, 1883 


B. P. 140; t. f. 12,400. Later NWP 10. Received new boiler in 1917; rebuilt with pis- 
tonvalves :nd new cylinders in 1923. Used as stationary boiler at Sausalito in 1936, 
while No. 9 was in road service. Scrapped in June 1937 at Tiburon, 


Ukiah 4-4-0 60 18x24 55,700 Rogers, 1882 
Scrapped about 1910. 
Peicr Donahue 4-4-() 60 18x24 80,200 Rogers, 1884 


B. P. 140; t. f. 15,170. Later NWP 19. May have had some changes made in period 
1919-19 as weight increased and hoiler pressure was raised to 165. Was used for 
a time as stationary boiler at Willits. Stored at Eureka 1935-37; scrapped at 
Tiuron in July 1937. 
Tom Rogers 4-4-0) 60 18x24 80,200 Rogers, 1884 

B. P, 140; t. f. 17,330. Later NWP 20. Boiler pressure raised to 165. Used on Point 
Reyes line. In head-on collision with NWP 18 near Ignacio on August 8, 1910. 
Scrapped in June, 1936. 


Tiburon 4-4-0) 62 16x24 76.900 Grant, 1888 
B. P. 145; t. f. 11,800. Later NWP 14; scrapped in 1936. 
Eureka 4-6-0 54 18x24 91,700 Grant, 1888 


t, 
B. P. 140; t. f. 140; t. f. 16,020. Later NWP 102. T. F. raised 800 Ibs., weight 10,000. 
Scrapped in 1929. 
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‘Coffee Grinder’ on Guerneville Branch 





SF&NP 99, popularly called the 
“Coffee Grinder” because of the 
noise of the inner workings, is 
seen here pulling its Russian 
River local in the early yecrs of 
| Guerneville, Calif. 





() 
16 Vichy 4-4-0 60 17x24 79,000 Rogers, 1889 
B. P. 140; t. f. 13,100. Later NWP 18. In head-on collision with NWP 20 near Ig- 
nacio, August 8, 1910. Scrapped in August 1910. Boiler later used ‘as stationary 
ad boiler at Sausalito. 
17 Lytton 4-4-0) at 16x24 79,000 Rogers, 1889 
B. P. 140; t. f. 13,100. Later NWP 17; scrapped in July 1935. 
18 Skaggs 4-6-0 57 16x24 89,500 Rogers, 1898 
- B. P. 140; t. f. 12,830. Later NWP 101, scrapped in March 1937. 
19 4-6-0 57 19x26 116,800 Baldwin, 1900 
B. P. 180; t. f. 25,200; builder’s No. 17759. Later NWP 110; scrapped in March 1937. 
in 20 4-6-0 57 18x24 108,800 Alco-Rich. 1902 
B. P. 170; t. f. 19,700. Later NWP 103; scrapped in October 1935. 
21 4-6-0 57 19x26 117,000 Alco-Rich. 1902 
in B. P. 180: t. f. 25,200; builder’s No. 25620. Later NWP 105. Fell into bay July 7, 1911 
re when freight apron collapsed. Scrapped in 1934. 
to 22 4-6-0 57 19x26 120,500 Baldwin, 1904 
Py B. P. 180; t. f. 25,200; builder’s No. 23,933. Later NWP 107; scrapped March 1937. 
23 4-6-0 57 19x26 120,500 Baldwin, 1904 
| B. P. 180; t. f. 25,200; builder’s No. 23951. Later NWP 108; still in service. 
4 24 4-4-0) 69 18x24 109.550 Baldwin, 1904 
’ B. P. 180; t. f. 17,240; builder’s No. 24035. Later NWP 21; scrapped in May 1937. 
25 4-6-0 57 19x26 117,000 Alco-Rich. 1902 
B. P. 180; t. f. 25,200; builder’s No. 25621. Built for California Northwestern as 
CNW 32; a renumbered SF&NP 25. Later became NWP 106; scrapped in 1934. 
d 99 “Coffee Grinder” 0-4-0-T 30,000 
Boiler pressure 125 Ibs. 
wed Used in logging service along the Russian River. Equipped with winding drum in 
s front of engine to load cars. After logging operations ceased, the engine was 
used on Guerneville ‘branch in local service hauling one passenger car in a sort of 
street car service to the communities and camps along the river. It later found 
= its way up to Eureka where it last saw service on a construction job on the jetty. 


GENERAL NOTES: 

Engine Builder H. J. Booth, in whose shop some of the SF&NP engines 
were built, owped the iron works founded by Donahue and was the forerunner 
of the present Union Iron Works of San Francisco. 

00. The wood burning engines of the SF&NP were later converted to oil. Though 
the California Northwestern, which leased the SF&NP, did convert some engines 
working out of Tiburon, most of the engines at Willits used wood, 








